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ST, MARY'S MONASTERY
DUNKIRE. NRW YoRK

Dear Friendes:

1t is with mixed feelings of pride, humility ard gratitude that we,
the Community of Saint Mary's Monsstery, commemorate the one hundredth snniver-
sary of ths coming of our Passionist Fathers to these United Statee, Saint
Mexy's enjoge the distinetion of being the secand oldest monestery of our Order
in all of North Americs. For more than nirnety yesrs our Fathers have labored
in the Buffalc Diocese. Within the hallowed walls 0f our menastic home Father
Anthony Calsndri, the founder of the Passicnists in Amsrica, bresthed forth his
haly soul to Jesus Christ Crucifisd. Truly, therefore, de we have raazson to be
Justly proud and sincerely humble, for oure i& & noble heritage.

But even more, the members of our present day Community of Saint
Mery's have rezson to:bs grateful -- grateful to God, to the Clergy &nd
Religiong, &and to the Leity.

From that April day, 1860, when PRather Albinus Magno came from
Pittsburgh, Ps. to begin the Ssscond Pessioniet Foundatior in Amarica, until
thig April day, 1962, God has been remarksbly good to St. Mary's. The
enthusizsm and spergy of our eurly Paethers werse 8¢ rewardad by God that for
msny decades now Saint Mary's Monastery, Church and School have been monuments
of Catholic Feith in thie pert of the Buffalo Diocese. And the thousande of
young men, aventually priests of God, who have passed through cur portals,
besr witness to the fact thet the loving hand of God hss rested uporn us, For
2ll this we sre truly grateful to the Almighty.

Next te God we must express our grati‘ude to the Bishops, Priests
and Religious who have msde so plsasant our lengthly sojourn in the Diccese of
Buffalo -- from good Bishop Timon who invited us here, to our present beloved
Bishop Burke; from Father Peter Colgsn who turned Sainf Mary's Perish to our
care, to the priests of our day emong whom we labor; from those self-sserific-
ing Sisters who endured the hardanips of & primitive, basement #ckool, to the
Y¥ung who now in modern surroundings cooperate with us in bringing 8 knowledge
end love of Christ Crucified into the minds snd hearts of our children. If our
ministry has been frauitful it is due in no small part to the wonderful cooper-
ation end encouragement of our Bishops, Priests and Religious.

Finully, we wish to Bay & word of sincere thanks to the Laity of
this Dlocese, -and psrticularly of this County of Cheuteugua. *The history of
the Passioniet Fathers in the United States could well csontain = hymn of
praise to the good people 02 Dunkirk and its environs -- tc those rofilrosd men
who in the early daye transported our Fathers %o the scaltered missions by hand-
car; to those farmere whose best horse and bugegy were always avsilsble for sick
calle; to the men and women of our day who lsnd &6 generously of their time and
talent pad meterisl mesns to make the Fassionists of Saint Mary's better instru-
ments for furthering God's Holy Kingdom,

With eincers gratitude in our hesrts, therefcre, we snter upon & new
century of service to God and our fellowmmn., We ssk God to blesa those Wha
have bsen 8o good to ue. And it is our earnest prsyer thet througk the inter-
ceseion of our Holy Founder, St. Paul of the Cross, .13 of us will become more

devoted followsre of Jesus Chriest Orucified.

Sincerely yours in the Passion of our Blesssd Lord,

N =
Eghert Gossart, C.P.
Rector
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The Chancery
Biocese of Bullala

35 Tivcain Parkway
Buffafs 22, New flork

fApril 1l, 1952

The Very Rev. Egbert Gossart,C.P.
St. Mary's Monsstery
Dunkirk, W.Y.

Very Rev. dear Father:

I cannot but pauwse in these busy days for a word
of congratulations to the good Faasionist Fathers on the
centennial of their service to this country, the centennial,
too, of the beatification of your Holy Founder, St. Paul of
the Cross, As God in His provident care for His Unspotted
Spouse comforted the afflicted Church of the eighteenth
century with the ascetic messengers of His Passion, so He
used in the nineteenth century the followers of their saintly
Founder to meet the growing movement toward the Church in
England and the Low Countries, and a decade later the great
tide of immigration that swept wupon these shores, It was
before the humble, single-minded Passionist, Dominic Barberi,
that the great light of the North, Cardinal Newman, bowed his
head in equally humble submission and returned to the haven
of Truth.

After Pittsburgh, Buffalo enjoys the distinction
of having the services of the Passionlats longest, since
Father Albinus came to Dunkirk in 1860. Only the recordin
Angel knows how much good has bsen done by the long line o%
successors to Father Albinus. T cannot, however, pass over
some of the ach#evements. First I would place the missions
established by the Pasajonists through the towns of Chautau-
qua County st Forestville, Sherman, Westfield, Brocton, Fre-
donis, Franch Creek, Ripley, Sinclairville, and State Line;
at Dayton, Cattaraugus and Gowanda in Catteraugus County;
at Andover, Cuba, Wellsville and Friendship in Allegany
County. The Diocese 18 today justly proud of the accomplish-
ments of its own Missionary Apostolate, but we cannot but
atand in admiration at those great glants of the last cen-
tury who founded and kept alive the light of Holy Faith
under the most trying circumstances, U"od reward ewvery one
of them.

Who know how many sculs have been brought back
to the love and service of God throught the myriads of par-
ish missions that have been conducted by the faithful, self-
less sons of 8t. Paul. The Passionists, too, have contrl-
buted to the Diocese the great lsy retreat movement.

In the nams then of my 1llustrious predecessors,
from Bishop Timon to Bishop ('Hara, to every one of whom
the Passionis§s have ever given the last full measure of
service and dedication, in the name of the countless faithe
ful and the Reverend Clergy who have been brought close to
our Suffering Savior by the work of the Passionists, may I
ask our blessed Savior to pour His cholcest blessings upon
tha Community and every member of 1t,

With every good wish, I am,

Sincerely yours in Dm:{?



FATHER ANTHONY CaALANDRI, B. F.
THE "FOUNCGER OF THE PASSIONISTS IN AMERICA
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Foreword

The histery of the Passionist Congregation: takes us back to Italy in the year 1720,
when a young man, twenty-six years old, knelt keicre his Bishop snd was ceremonicusly
clothed in a peor black robs and girded with a leathern belt.

Immediately afterwards, Paul Danel retlved fo a smell rcom connectsd with the
Church of Saint Charles Borromeo, and there, during forly days of fasting and prayer,
he wrote ihe Rules cf a new institute,

In the seven years that followsd, Paul received wverbal approval of the Holy Ses
upon his institule and refired to a lonely mountain ahove the Tuscan promontory of
Argentaro. In this sclitude, with his brother John Bapiist - his first candidate - Paul
lived a life of severe penance, absoluls poverly and incessant prayer.

~ Opdained o the Priesthocd ai the age of thirty-three, Paul attended the sick in
the hospitals of Reme, A year laer, having cathered a few companicns abeut him, he
retired again to his mountain fasiness and there organized the First Monastery of the
Congrecation. From here, there radiated, throughcout Ialy, &n intense preaching apcstclate.
Paul had achieved a blend of the Monastic and Missicnary lives, of which Devolion to
Cheist Crucified was the motive force.

By the time the new society was solemnly approved by Pope Clement X1V, Paul
Danel, who called himself Paul of the Cross, had personally established twelve monasieries
on the Italian peninsular. He was now seventy-five years old,

Four years later, as a special mark of favor, the anclent Church of Saints John and
Paul ‘was given io the pew Congregation for a MotherChurch, Of this basilica, at the
time of his elevation fc the Papacy, Eugenic Cardinal Pacelli was the tilular head. This
honer, His Holiness ceded 1o His Eminence Francis Cardinal Spellman, who has but
recently completed the restoration of its ancient facade and campanile,

On October 18, 1775, Paul of the Cross died. He was declared “Blessed” by Pope
Pius IX in 1852, the year that saw the first foundation of our Congragation in the United
Slates,

Of thai foundation, Fathers Anthony Calandri, Stanislaus Parezyski and Albinus
Magno, together with Brother Lawrence DiGlacome were the ploneers. Armiving in
Fhiladelphia, these four immigrants procesded to Pitisburgh at the kind invitation of Bishop
Michael ©'Connor. There, in a section dormerly called “Birmingham', they srected a
small monastery under the paironage of Blessed Paul of the Cross.

The lollowing pages will recount the history of the second foundation.
Thers ars, a! present, in this country, two Provinces of the Congregation, nineteen
Monasteries, and a total roster of almost nine hundred Religious.

In 1867, Paul of the Cross was canonized, and in 1920, the young Passionist student,
Gabriel Possentl. During the Holy Year of 195€, the third Passionist, the Sainlly Bishop
Vinceni Mary Strambi, was canonized.

The members of this Congregation take the usual vows of Religion, in addition fo

_a distinctive vow to promote devotion to the Passion of Christi Upon their breast, thay

wear an emblem of black cloih, upon which is inscribed, in white, a heart surmounted
by a cress. Within the heart, above threg crossed nails, are the words, “The Passion
of Jesus Christ."

The special work of the Congregation is ihe preaching of Missions and Reirsats
Other works of the apostolate are engaged in, chief among which, in this Province, .are:
the Foreign Missionary Apostlate tc China, ihe publication of the nationally famous
monthly magazine, “The Sign”, the so<alled “Dixie-Land Missions”, and the Laymen's
Retreat Movement.

During the late War, the Eastern Province of the United States gave ic the Chaplain
Services of our counlry ons-quarier cf its priestly personnel. In the present emergency,
sbout fifteen priests of this Province are so engaged.

Wisely ruling the entire Congregation is our most Reversnd General, Albert Dean.

‘Our beloved Provincial is the Very Reverend Ernest Welch, C.P.

c
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Saint Mary’s Monastery — Dunkirk,.N. Y.

The Second Foundation of the Passionist Fathers
Who Came fo This Country in 1852,

Beginnings (1860-63)

A young man of this city, al the

_ disastrous Batile of Williamsburga. in 1882,

was mertally wounded while leading his men
in combat. He was Captain Patrick Barrett,
wheose tcmbsione 15 a prominent monument
in the cemefery of Saint Mary's Perish. He
was a devolul young man who, less than
a year before; Had proudly marched his
Cempany, “The Jackson Guards', down
Washington Avenue to the Laying of the
Cornerstone of Saint Mary's Monastery. He
was a iype of that ideal manhood which
the Passicnisis have tried to develop among
ihe youth commitied to their care, He died,
at thirty years of age, in the presence of
the Cathalic Chaplain, murmuring acts cf
love for Jesus Cruciiied.

Bui a tyve of the Passionists themselves,
in the stery of the heroic Caplain Barreit,
is- Private Horan, of whom na monument
remains,
display of love, returned his Capiain to this
City eight days later, after having carried
the corpse for miles in his arms.

For the Passionists cams to this commu:
pity, bearizg in ‘their ‘arms the image of
Christ Crucified, setting Him down in our
midst, fo tell us how He, the Son of Ged,
the Flower of our Race. lay down His Life
fer us in His Batitle with Sin and the Powers
of Hell. They came a great distance and al
considerable personal sacrifice commissionsd
by the Church for this specific purpose.

Ho cther. commission has any Passionist
ever had - fer ng cother purpsse do we
remain here - than to make known the
ignorminies and the glories of the Suftferings
and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ.

_ With such a commission came the first
Pagsionist to Dunkirk, - the keloved Father
Albinus Magno, - on the evening of Apyil
18, 1860, in the pontificate of Pius IX: ike
Ht. Reverend John Timon being Bishop of
Buffaie and the Honorable Abraham Lincoln
being President of ihese Uniled. States.

It was a time of ¢risis for our young
naticn.- All ihat had béen buili up by our
Founding Fathers, with =o much sacrifice,
was i danger of being thrown down,
Secossion was in the air. Misunderstanding
and anger were avout fo set brother against
brother., And, at this critical moment, came

He i was who, in an incredible”

~1

Father Aibinus o 18ll us of Jesus, wounded
unte death “in ihe house of them that loved
Bim.” (Zacharias, 13:6) He cama to begin
the  second foundation of the Passionist
Congregation in America. He came lc induce
young Americans to live legsther in the
unity of & penitential, poor and prayeriul
life; io make a declaration of independence
against Sin and to pledge aliegiance o the
Cross, the symbol of God’s Love.

Father Albinus was no stranger to the
ensrgeiic Father Peter Colgan, Pastor of
Saint ‘Mary's, who came forward to conduct
nim to the carriage that had heen herrowsd
for the cceasicn. For, in company with
Father John Thomas Siephanini, Faiher
Albinis had come fo Dunkirk earlier that
year, on February tenth, to lock over the
site that had been propesad by the Sainily
Bishop Timon.

At thai fime, Father Colagan proudly led
higs Passicnist visiters to the mewiy con-
structed: brick chureh on Washington Ave.
This - the Mother Church of Chaulauqua
County - had bren sclemnly blessed and
dedicated, under the iitle of Qur Lady’s
Nafivily, on November 12, 1853 by Bishop
Young of Erie.

Gothic in Jine, thers was yet nothing
of that elaboration so much associated with
this siyle. It had buttressed walls, = nave
and two aisles, a square chancel and a
tower, The ceiling of the Church was nel
plastered and the rocibeams and sheathing
were exposed but polychromad. The architedt
waz -the promising young American, P. €.
Keely of Brooklyn, who planned; zlso, cur
old Monastery Church in West Hoboken
as well ag the Cathedrals of Providence,
Hhode Island and Hariford, Comnecticul.

It swas a poor church; having cost bud
$9,400 to erect, but it was adequaie for the
growing congregation of seme sight hundred
souls. There was a dsbt, of oourse, and
an unfinished tower. No mafter that the
prigal's yesidence was a poor wooden shack.
That of the Sisters of Saint Jossph (who
nad nome. fo Dankirk in 1858) was Jithe
Letier. Thin was, afier ail, a poor parish,
and few in ‘the cengregafion knew . other
security ihan day-loday employment at ihe
termival “and machkine shops of the Erie
Railroad. Besides, poverly was an environ-
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ment that Father Albinus had come o know

swell these six years since his arrival from
“Ttaly,
Menastery  in: Pﬂtsburgh And  voluntary

with three companions, io open a
poverty, after ali, is tha ’ standard’ or battie
ﬂaq of the Passionist Congregafion.

Sovn 1he two priests were discussing
the “spiritual and material condition of the
parish- and the missions. Father Colgan

“explained that he had built the first Church

in Jamestown, as well as a Rectory and
Convent there. A resident Pasior was now
instailled and another’ Pastor was attending
the mission-station “at Eighteen Mle Creek.

This leit in the care of Saint Mary's the

Church in Westiield and several mission-

_stations in the cuflying districts.

“Father Colgan spoke qlowinqu of the

good people of Saint Mary’s and of their:

generosily, it spite of economic insecurily.
He spcke of the little scheol which was
then being conducted in “cld Saint Mary’s' -
2 low, woeden shack on Robin Strest. He

told of his pericdic -visits to the County

‘Pocrhouse over the back rcads, - a journey
that had, on ona cccasiocn, faken him two

daye by horse-and-bugagy, to the

«condition of the roads.

When, on the following Sunday, Father
Colgan intreduced their new Pastor {0 bis
congregaticn, he bade the people farewell
and expressed nis cenfidence in his Passicn-

owing

ist’ suceessor. Nor was ha mistaken. Father

Alcinus was a Man of God, gifted with a
keen insight and a praciical gocd sense.
He tumned bis atlenticn ai once to the needs
of the parish.

He saw how madequate the liftle frame
schoolhiouse was, and be began to- explore
the pogsibilities of expansion and cenirali-
zation. And so, with spade and lims, and
the strong back of Brother Boniface, he
exgavated a large, carthen-flocred scheolioom
out of the Church cellar. Here, for several
years, three Bisters of Saint Joseph e¢on-
ducted ¢lasses, - a siluation ihat seems te us,
today, incredible. @ And ye!, at least cne
natfionally renowned scholay, the eloguent
Passionist, Faiher Roberl McNamara, teceiv-
ed'h’xs elemeniary education in that “class-
ropm.” There were days, of ¢ourSe, when
the Creek was cn a rampage. when, leaving
theiz benches floafing in the seepage behind
them, tha “Sisters and puplls decamped to
the: Church' upstairs.

Meanwhile, Father Albinus was joined
by the eloguent Father Gaudenfius Rossi,

Thig Missicnary  was on loan from the

English Province of ‘our Congregation, and
was aciually the first Passionist 1o work ia

“the Buffaie diocese. In 1836, at the invitation.

“Expense Book:

(26, 1861,

of Bishop Timor,  Father Gaudeniius had
conducted the Retrsat for the Buifale clergy.
Immediately afterwards, ke had opened a

“Mission ‘in the recently completed Cathedral,

cne of the first parish missicns in that
beaufiful edifice.

Father Gaudentius had ceme to Dunkirk
with Brother Beniface Feld, the iirst candi-
date ic enter our Novitiate in: Piitsburgh.
Shortly  aiterwards, Father John Bapiist
Baudinelli was assigned to Saint Mary's,
followed by Fathers Aloysius Gregg and
Andrew  McGurgan, the first Passionist
ordained in this  country.

Cn July 6, 1861, a charler of incorpora-
tion was drawn up, for legal protection,
vnder: title ‘of “The Dunkirk Banevolent,
Missionary and Scientific Institution,” which

- declared its object to he the “aid, suppert

and instruction of missicnaries for the benefit
of the peor and for the instruction and
spiriteal education of the pedpie of Dunkirk.”
How well these Passionisis aitained their
abjectives wili be seen in the course of this
nistcrical sketeh, Let it suffice, here, 1o cite
a typical monthly eniry IJfrom their first
“Menth of December, 1860:
Travelling expsnses, $1.70 - Provisions fer
the house, $10 - To the Poor, £5 - To the
Sisters of Charity, Buifale, 540, Tofal, $56.707.

In November of that year; Bishop Timon
had' legally trensferred owmnership of the
Church, Schoal, and Cemelery {o the Monas-
tic. Corporation.

With priesis to assist him, especially
at the mission-stations, Father Albinus now
went anead with plans for the new Mconas-
tery. A lract of land, adjacen! to the Church
on Washington Avenue, was purchased, and,
on the Feast of the Mest Holy Trinity, May
the cormarstone. was blessed by
Bishop Timoen. On Sunday, July 20, 1852,
the Monastery was blessed and officially
opened, under the patronade of the Saven
Scrrows of Mary.

How the Passionists must have rejoiced
on that day! Now they could begin the
work of “aiding, supporting and instructing
migsionaries for the benefit of the poor.”
And so, within a few days, six theclogical
students took up residence at the Monastery.
They had come from Pittsburgh, accompanied.

by Father Jonn Thomas Stephaning, who was

to be their professor. The students were
Charles and. Frederick Lang, Basil Keating,
Philip  Birk, William Geogban and Martin

‘Meagher.

Cn September 7th of that year, Bishop
Timon returned do Baint Mary's fc ordain
the Lany brothers and Martin MMeagher to
the priesthood. On March 28ih, 1he year

R
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dollewing, he ordained Willlam Gesoghan and
Basi! Keating ir Saint Joseph's Cathedral.
The yocungest of them, Philip Birk, was
ordained ihers, alse, on July 23, 1865.

The community, with Father Albinus as
Superior, was completed by Fathers Aloysius
Gregg and Andrew McGurgan and Brothers
Richard, Boniface and Francis.

Saint Mary's: Monastery was now a
canenically established Monastery. It was,
as completed at that time, & small monastery,
and, although later additions to il more than
doubled its dimensions, it remains today the
smallest Monastery in' the Province of Saint
Paul of the Cross.

Indeed, ihe story of this Monastery and
of the Church for so long identified with
if, is story of humble beginnings. Cne
wourld expect as much of & Congregation
whose menbers are vowed to promcte devo-
tion io the humility of the Cross. It is a
siery of medest material achievements. COne

_would expect no more of a Community
vowed to the practice of voluntary poverty.
It is & story of tremendous spiritual eficri.
One would expect ne loss of men dedicated,
body and soul, by the vows of chastity and
obedience; to the pursuit of personal sancti-
fication and the sanclificaticn of the neighbor,

Pladged by these four vows, thousands
of Passicnisgis, in this tiny Monastery, in the
course of ninety years, kave risen in the
dead of night and, for an hour, have chanted
the psalms of David and have listened te
the words of Jjesus and the Prophets, of the
glorious Apostles and Evangelists, of the
Conifessors, Virgins, and Martyrs. Then,
retiting  io iheir rooms for ancther three
hours’ test, they have returned to their
chape! for the caronical hours of ‘Prime”
and “Tierce™; for the celebration of eor

assistance at Hely Mass; and for reai, irus,
and physical union with Christ in Holy
Comimunicn. . Se fortified, they have entered
upern. the dutios &f {hsir state: the lay-brether
fo his kitchen and werkshop, the student
io hig books and classreom, the priest to
his missicnary or parcchial labars.

Of ail this spixitual activity, the citizens
of Dunkirk, for the maost part, have been
quite unaware, Yel here is the heart of the
Passionists’ Life. Here they derive strength
for the service of the poor, wisdom for the
instructicn ef the ignerant, zeal for the cen-
version of sinners. From no other vantage
point can the contribution of the Passicnisis
to tha people of Dunkirk be properly
assessed. )

It may seem anticlimactic to set down
here cther achievemants of Father Albinus
during his term of cffice, but we shall do
so for the completeness of the record.

In 1852, he had the brick walls of the
Church iower elevaited six ieei and a spire
erected, at a cost of $3900. Meanwhile, the
Chutrch debt was paid off and parish sccieties
wrere organized. Also, in the summer of that
year, Father Albihus censecrated a  small
church at Dayton, N. Y., under tha patronage
of Blessed Paul of the Cross, as well as a
graveyard adjacent to it. Five years remained
until the Passionisis could change that title
to "Baint Paul of the Cross.”

With the eleciion of Father John Baptist
Baudinelli as Rector of Saint Mary's in the
Firat Provincia! Chapter in this country in
1863, Father Albinus, who was a giited
speaker, enjoying a command of English
without a trace cf accent, resumesd the work
8¢ dear i¢ him, - the glving of Missions and
HRetreats.

.i.

First Quarter (1863-89)

“Father John”, as the people callad him,
spent sevenieen years of his life in Dunkirk,
nine of them as Rector of Saint Mary's. His
first term of office wili bhe remembersd for
the purchase of sgix lots adjacen! o the small
monasiic holdings; for the legal franzfer of
cerfain properlies between the Monastic
Corporation and that of Saint Mary's Orplan-
age; and for the installaticn of two large
bells: in ‘the Church tower. During: this
adminisiration, Father John Bapiist purchased
an abandoned Universalisi Church a! Sher
man, N.. ¥, for $500. This was moved,

through the good ofifices of his assistant,
Father Andrew McGurgan, at a cost of $125
to'a new site in that town which had been
acguired for $300. Thizs mission was served
by the Passionists until 1871, when ii was
qgiven over, by the Bishop, to the Paster of
Westfield,

In 1868, Father Guids Matassi was
elected Rector of Saint Mary's. This genial
priest was a great lover of the poor and a
man of vision, In 1867, he began the erection
of Columbus Hall. This building was tend-

I () Pt
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ad to serve ifwo purposes: to better house
the school children and, al the same time,
te open to the public, for rental, a large
auditorium, The revenue from ihese renials,

it was hoped, would maintaic the expense

of tha school To this end, a three-story
brick building was erected in such wise
that only the first floor contained classrooms,
the ascord and third floor being cne larce
hall with galleries. It was called “Columbus
Hall”, prebably in the belief that it would
bs mors ac¢essible to the public. The cest,
not Ineluding the purchase of lots, was cver
$23,000.

About this fime, Father Guido insiailad
a clock and ancther large bell in the
Church fower. This was known for years
as “The Townr Clock”,

In- 1859, Father Guide built the first
addition to the Monastery on the north side,
- a small, ene-story brick roem to serve as
& private chapel for the Religious, connectad
by a passageway o the Church. This paral-
lels Saint Paul's Chapel on the south side

of the building, in which, at that ime, two

Confessicnals were set up.

In the winler of 1866, the building of
a small mission ¢hapel, called Saint Mary's,
at Cattaraugus, was completed and dedicated
by Father William Geoghan, On  that
cocasion Faither Philip Birk preached the
sermon. Our Fathers served this mission
and the stations at Angola and North Evans:
It svas turned over te Father Byren in 1870,

In 1867, the Founder of the Paasionist
was canonized, and in the following year,

* Father Guide bought ancther former Univer-

salist Church at  Sinclaitville for $1.000,
dedicating it to Eaint Paul of the Cross,

Father Guido was succeeded in 1869
by Father Martin. Meaghsr, and shorily after
assuming charge, the new schoolbuilding
and audilerium was copened. Father Martin
was succeeded §n 1872 by Father Basil
Keating, who remained in office for two
terms.

In the year following his installation,

Father Basil Fegan the complels repzir and
rencvation of the Church. This included
raising the Church rocf io form a clevestory,
slating the rcof and arching the whole
interior in Gothic style. By the time the
work was completed, enly the oufer walls
and tower remained unchanged. The ‘ofal
expenditure was $16,000. By year’s ond,
the Church was rededicated by the secona
Bishop of Buffalo, the Rt. Rev. Stephen Byan,

In 1871, a smail church was built by

our. Fathers in Forestville, under the patron-
age of the Blessad Virgin., Falhers Vincent

ard Angelo began it and Father Andrew
MoGurgan completed  it.

At ihis fime, also, ¢ur Fathers were
atlending the Mission Chapel at Gowanda,
which was finally given to the care of the
parish priest of Dayion on Easter Sunday,
1878, :

In that wear, Father Basil suffered a
paralytic streke while offering the Christmas
Midnight Mass. He died sherty afteswards,
having resigned his office to Father Alphen-
sus Rossiter, who filled out the term.

Earlier that year, ike saintly Father
Anthony Calandri, cne of the founders of
the American Province, died at Saint Mary's
-on the wigil of our Holy Founders Feas:
Day, April 27th. This Father Had in ‘the
Bpring, conducted missions at French Creek
and Eherman,

Towards the end of 1874, our Fathers
were releaged ircm the care of Saint George's
(now Sacred Heart) Church in this: ity, after
having attended if intermittently for ten
years. Four German-zpeaking Passionists
successively served there: Fathers Frederick
Lang, Philip: Birk, Daniel Rimmels. and
Ignatius Sauer,

In 1877, the c¢are of the mission-station -
at Cassadaga was assumed. In the following
year, Father Gaudentius Rossi was appointed
Lecter of Bacred Elequence to six students
al the Monastery. A vyear later, these
young men were ordained in Saint Mary's
Church, on the titular Feast of the Menas
tery, by Bishop Ryan. i

In 1879, Father Jchn Baptist again
returned to Saint Mary's as Rector. He was
succeeded, in 1881, by Father Guido Matassi.
In the Spring of thal year, Father Nilus
Mastraianni, who bhad served as Vicar of
Saint Mary's for twelve years, was com-
missioned to open a new foundation e¢f the
Congregation in Argsntinz. That year was
a yoar of extracydinary missicnary activily,
ior Passionists from Saint Mary's conducted
the flrst missions ever given in the State of
Arkansas. Al sbout the same time; also,
they conducted mijssions in Nebragka.

During the month of April, 1882, the
old pastoral residence, knewn commonly as
“The Brethren House” was sold and removed
frem the lot back of the Moenastery building,
and in 1885, a small property between the
Monastery and the School was purchased
for $1300. This property was immediately
turned “over to the school children for a
playground,

Meanwkile, in 1880, a new class was
being formed at Saint Mary's Monastery, pre-
pazatory to the Philosophy Course. This was







